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on her American Oolonies E 


preſent nne are 
indiſputably clear, a 
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Great Britain to i 


have thought 1 it neceſſary £ 25 | 
taken their Defence, had n N 
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guments been lately flung out both in 
Papers and Converſation, which with 
Inſolence equal to their Abſurdity deny 
them both. As theſe are uſually mixt 
up with ſeveral: patriotic and favorite 


Words, ſuch as Liberty, Property, Eng- 


liſomen, &c. which are apt to make 


ſtrong Impreſſions on that more nume- 


rous Part of Mankind, who have Ears 


but no Underſtanding, it will not, I 


think, be improper to give them ſome 
Anſwers: To this der 1 ſhall ſingly 


- confine myſelf, and do it in, as few 

Words as poſlible, being ſenſible that the 
feweſt will give leaſt Trouble to myſelf 

and probably moſt Information to my 
Reader. [= 


x he great capital Argument, which 
I find on this Subject, and which, like 
1 7 an; 


put the whole into Cenfüfion- 4 


Individual ; or that Oh. 
le 


thoſe, who are elected by hin 
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8 1 F. 
an Elephant at the Head of a 4 abob's 
Army, being once ov verthrowp,,. ; muſt 


that no Engl: hman i is, or can be onal; 
but by his own Conſent : by which r muſt 


be meant one of theſe three Propoſiti- 
ons; either that no Euglſbndi can be 
nd without his own. Conſent as an 
Ma can 
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be taxed nn the Con 


Perſons he chuſes to Apreſem bit or 


that no Engliſpman can be tax d c with- 
out the Conſent of the Majonty of all 
Ty elf and 
others of his Fellow Subjects to 1 preſent 
them. Now let us impartially confider, 
whether any one of theſe Propoſitio 8 
are in Fact true: if not, then this 
derful Structure which has been erected 


Upon, them, falls at once to the Ground, 


» ; $8) 
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and like another Babel, periſhes by a 
Confuſion of Words, which the Builders 


themſelves are unable to underſtand. 


Firſt then, that no Engh/bman is or 
can be taxed but by his own Conſent as 


an Individual: this is ſo far from being 


true, that it is the very Reverſe of 
Truth; for no Man that I know: of i bs -. 
. taxed by his own Conſent; and an Eng- 
J. iſbman, I believe, is as little likely to be 

ſo taxed, as any Man in the World. 


Secondly, that no Engliſhman is, or 


can be taxed, but by the Conſent of 


thoſe Perſons, whom he has choſe to re- 


preſent him; for the Truth of this I 


5 * ſhall appeal only to the candid Repre- 


ſentatives of thole unfortunate Counties 
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ly quit e. under, cher Deterrdinatibn. 
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Laſtly, that no Engl; e 18 or can 

be taxed, without the Conſent of the 
Majority of thoſe, who arc;pleed by 

himſelf, and others of his ads vw Sub- 
bis is cer- 2 


jects, to repreſent them. 
tainly as oy as the other vo; for 
2 


we 5 75 7 elders, 0 
Leaſcholders, and Men pofſeſed of 
perſonal Property only, chuſe no Repre- 
ſentatives'; Mancheſter, Birmingham 
and many: more of our chen don moſt 
bers to Parliament, conte ach, cannot 
conſent by their — becauſe 15 
they chuſe none to ee ; yet 
are they not Egli Omen 


not taxed f 


Noreen 


. ' vote for a Mo Bite or not, 18 al ; 'F 
X repreſen ted "In the Britiſh Parliargen * 5 
. in which Opinion they all agree on : 3 

what Prin iple . of common Senſe this 3 
+ founds I comprehend, NC X, 
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ann 5 al Fs: 80 r Tf: tho” 2 
| "owns. of Mancheſter and Birntinghaps 7 
7x4 ſendingh poR epretarives to Parliament . « | —l 
; are notwithſtanding” there repreſented, r_ 
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N hy are not the Cities of Albany and 
* Boſton. equally repreſented in that Aſ- © © 
 ſembly? Are they;not « alike Britiſh Sub- . 


Y zecke? argithey het Engl zonen b orale | 3 
hey only Engl, Holten, when they ſolicit E | 


bor Protection, but not Engli iſhmen, when. 
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| Taxes are required to enable this Coun” if 2 
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T—1 hraſe of fo ef iſs hikes: © NY q 
Ving within theſe few Years been uſed 

3. \as a ſynonymous Term fot Blaſp| emy, 
N N ee Libels, Strong Beet 

3 an r, that I ſhall no le 3 © 
7 13 meaning; - but I ſhall venture 
to aflert what it cannot mean ; that i is, 
| an Exemption from Taxes impoſed, 3 
x 55 / the . of the Parliament of " 
4. Great Britain; nor is thoÞ any Charter, 3 
Achat ever pretended to grant ſuch a Pri 5 
wy vilege to any Colony in America.; and , 
5 N had they granted it, it could Go had 
Ing Force; their Charters being derived 
"from the 8 and no Charter from 
I. the Crown can poſſibly ſuperſede the 
ry | Right 


power them to make Bye Laws; and raiſe 
Duties for the Purpoſes of their own 


role, c e a 


ſubject ol the ſuperior, 
hority', f Pagiament _ in ſome © 
ir Chafters, the Mann of exer- 

0 ciſing theſe” Dower: is ſpecifyed i in theſe 
* expreſs Words, according to the C our fe of 
' "other C pr parations in Great Britain : 3 
And-thereforte they can have no more 
Pretenꝰ to plead an Exemption Yrom 
this parliamentary Authority, than any 


b other wh in England 


It has been moreover alledged, al. 
1 e Parliament may have Power to 
impoſe Taxes on the Colonies, they have 
no Right to uſe it, becauſe it would be 
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1 
an unjuſt Tax; and no ſupreme or le- 
giſlative wer can have a Right to 
enact any Law in its Nature unjuſt : 

„To this, I ſhall only make this ſhort. 
Reply, that if Parliament can impoſe 
no Taxes but what are equitable, and 
the Perſons taxcd are to be the Judges 
of that Equity, they will in effect have 
no Power to lay any Tax at all. No 
Tax can be impoſed exactly equal on 
all; and if it is not equal, it cannot be 
just; and if it is not juſt, no Power 
whatever can impoſe it; by which} ſhort 
— $yllogiſm, all ene is at End . ut 
why it ſhould not be uſed by En - 
men on this Side the Alon * wellas 
by Fa. 15 the ns 


pou 
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Thus much. for the Right Let us 
now a little inquire into the Expediency 
of this Meaſure; to which Two Ob- 
jections have been made; that the Time 
is improper, and the Manner wrong. 


As to the Firſt, can any Time be 
more proper to require ſome Aſſiſtance 
from our Colonies, to preſerve to them 
ſelves their preſent Safety, than when 

this Country is almoſt undone by pro- 


f curing it ? Can any Time be more pro- 


upon their 


PC. per to impoſe ſome 
bled to 


| "Trade, than when they, ape 
by al us in our Wenge 
N ARS 
We 3 given them? Can any Time 
be more prope co oblige them to ſettle 
andſome Incomes on their Governors, 
13 x OW than 


b „ 


* find bem unable to pro- 
cure a Subſiſtence on any other Terms 
than thoſe bf breaking all their In- 
frudions, © and betraying the Rights 
of their Sovereign ? Can there be a more 
proper Time to compel them to fix cer- 
ain Salaries on their Judges, than when 
we ſee them ſo dependent on the Hu- 
mours of their mblies, that they can 


"obtain a . Livehhood no longer a 
uam diu fen, geſſerint? be 


more proper Time to 
to maintain an Arnff at their Expence 
= than when that Army 1s ſſary for 

heir own Protection, and we are utterly 
| unable to ſuppost it? Laſtly ; Can there 
be a more proper Tame for this Mother 
Country to leave off F eeding out of her 
.. - _ own Vitals, theſe Children whom ſhe 
= . up, than when they are ar- 
| rived 
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5 the Sums allotted ſhould be immediately 
raiſed by their reſpective Legiſlatures, on - 

the Penalty of their being impoſed by 
Parliament, in Caſe of their Non-com- 
pliance ? But was this to be done, what 
would be the Conſequence? Have their 
Aſſemblies 


to be well able to provide for themſchyes, 


rived at ſuch Strength md Maturity as 


and ought rather with filial Duty to give 
ſome Aſſiſtance to her Diſtrefies. 


As wa Manner; A&# 
poſing Taxes on thꝗ the 
Authority of 42 it is aid to be 
harſh and arbitrary; nd that it would 
been more conſiſtent with Juſtice, at 
leaſt with maternal Tenderneſs, for Ad- 
miniſtration here to have ſettled Quotas 


on each of the Colonies) and have then 
tranſmitted them with Injunctions, that 


116 
Aſſemblies ſhewn ſo much Obedience 
to the Orders of the Crown, that, we 
could reaſonaÞly expect, that they 
| | ; would immedigtely tax themſelves on 
0 " Fa the arbitrary Command of a Miniſter ? 
[i Would it be poſſible here to ſettle thoſe 
100 Quotas with Juſtice, or would any one 
ö of the Colonies callni to them, , were 
they ever ſo juſt? Should we not be 
13133 compared to th © & Roman Tyr nts, v who 
5 uſed to lend S to their 8 bjects to 
murder en ves within ſo many 
ll Hours, moſt obligingly leaving the Me- 
thod to their own Choice, but on their 
Diſobedience threatening a more ſevere 
Fate from the Hands of an Execution- 
er? And ſhould we not receive Votes, 
| Speeches, Reſolutions, Petitions, and 
| _ Remonſtrances i in abundance, inſtead of 
I - | T axes ? In ſhort, we either have a Right 
| to 


1 


1 
- 
J 


„„ 


N — 


well as Juſtice of the — 


„ 16-43 wiz 
to tax the Colonies, or we have not: 
If Parliament is poſſęſſed oh this Right, 
why ſhould it be exerciſed with more 
Delicacy in America, than it has ever 
been even in Great Britain itſelf ? If 
on the other hand, they have no ſuch 
Right, ſure it is below the Dignity as 


intimidate the Coloni with 


| Threats, whit 2 Wave really no 


Fight to put 7 dh on. 8 


Dis Method indeed has been hinted 
at, and but one, that might render the 


Exerciſe of this Power in a Britiſh Par- 4 


liament juſt and legal, which is the In- 


troduction of Repreſentatives from the 


ſeveral Colonies into that Body; but as 


this has never ſeriouſly been propoſed, 


I ſhall not here conſider the Impracti- 
C cability 


of it, if it could be pra 


1 
cability of this Method, (vo the Effeds 
iſed; but only 
ſay, that I have lately ſeen fo many 
Specimens of the great Powers of 
Speech, of which theſe American Gen- 


tlemen are poſſeſſed, that I ſhould be 


much afraid, that the ſudden Importa- 
tion ſo much Eloquence at once, would 
greatly endanger the Safety and Govern- 
ment of this Country; or in Terms 


more faſhionable, though leſs under- 


ſtood, this our moſt excellent Conſtitu- 
tion. If we can avail ourſelves of theſe 
Taxes on no other Condition, I ſhall 
never look upon it as a Meaſure of Fru- 
gality; being perfectly ſatisfyed, that 
in the End, it will be much cheaper for 
us to pay their Army, than their Orators. 


I cannot 
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I cannot omit taking Notice of one 


prudential Reaſon, Which I have heard 


frequently urged againſt this Taxation 
of the Colonies; which is this: That if 
they are by this Means impoveriſhed, 
they will be unable to purchaſe our 
Manufactures, and conſequently we 
ſhall loſe that Trade, from which the 
principal Benefit which we receiye from 


them muſt ariſe. But ſurely, it requires 
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but little Sagacity to ſee the Weakneſs 
of this Argument; for ſhould the Co- 
lonies raiſe Taxes for the Purpoſes of 
their own Government and Protection, 


would the Money ſo raiſed be im; 
mediately annihilated? What ſome pay, 


would not others receive? Would not 
thoſe who ſo receive it, ſtand in need of 
as many of our Manufactures, as thoſe 


k 4 [ ' 5 
2 1 ef, * 
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who pay? Was the Army there main- 
tained at the Expence of the Americans, 
would the Soldiers want fewer Coats, 
Hats, Shirts, or Shoes, than at preſent? 
Had the Judges Salaries aſcertained to 
them, would they not have Occafion 
for as coſtly Perriwigs, or Robes of As 
expenſive Scarlet, as Marks of their legal 
Abilities, as they now wear in their 
preſent State of Dependency ? Or had 
their Governors better Incomes ſettled 
on them for obſerving their Inſtructions, 
than they can now with Difficulty ob- 
"tain for diſobeying them, would they 
expend leſs Money 1 in their ſeveral G- 
vernments, or bring Home at their 
Return leſs Riches, to lay out in the 
Manufactories of their native Country ? 
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the ſame, whether the Wen 
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It has been likewiſe aſſerted, 1 


* Shilling, which our Wlonic can 
raiſe either by Cultivation or Commeice, 


finally centers in this Codntry ; and 


therefore it is argued, we 
nothing by. their Taxatiga, 
can have no more than an. and 
whether this comes in by Taxes or by 
Trade, the Conſequence is the ſame. 


But allowing this Aſſertion to be true, 
. my is not, yet the Reaſpning upon 


it is not 


it is glaringly falſe: for ſure 


from theſe Colonies flows 


into the Coffers of the Public, or into 


the Pockets of Individuals, fat n wheyce 
it muſt be ſqueezed by var 05 "domeſtic 
Taxes before it can be ren dC ed of any 
Service to the Nation: % 


10 


ute! it is b 
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no means the ſame, whether this Money 
brought in by Taxes enables us to dimi- 


niſh Part of that enormons Debt con- 
tracted by the laſt expenſive War, or 
whether coming in by Trade it enables 
the Merchant, by augmenting his In- 
fluence together with his Wealth, to 
plunge us into new Wars and new 
Debts for his private Advantage. 


From /what has been here ſaid, I 
think that not only the Right of the 


_Legiflature of Great Britain to impoſe 


Taxes on her Colonies, not only the 
Expediency, but the abſolute Neceſſity 
of exerciſing that Right in the preſent 
Conjuncture, has been ſo clearly, though 
conciſely proved, that it is to be hoped, 
that in this great and important Queſtion 


all Parties and Factions, or, in the more 


4 polite 
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polite and faſhionable Term, all Con- 
nections, will moſt cordially unite; that 
every Member of the Britiſb Parlia- 
ment, whether in or out of Humour 
with Adminiſtration, whether he has 
been turned out becauſe he has oppoſed, 
or whether he oppoſes, becauſe he has 
been turned out, will endeavour to the 


utmoſt of his Power to ſupport this 
Meaſure. A Meaſure which muſt not 
only be approved by every Man, who 


has any Property or common Senſe, but 
which ought to be required by every 
Engliſh Subject of an Engliſ̃u Ad- 
miniſtration. 
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